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In light of the continued discussion surrounding the repeal of the legislation
popularly called “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” it is opportune to reiterate clearly for the faithful
served by this Archdiocese, the only one charged with the pastoral care of Catholics in
the military, the Veterans’ Medical Centers, and at the service of the Federal
Government outside of the boundaries of the United States, some principles concerning
marriage and chastity. It is prudent to remind everyone involved of these unchanging
realities:
The Church is unwavering in her commitment to the pastoral care of all persons
in need, regardless of sexual inclination or anything else. All people in need are served
by Catholic Chaplains with zeal and passion for bringing the reality of the Risen Lord to
all. Whether “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” persists or not is immaterial to that bedrock
principle. The faithful of the Archdiocese for the Military Services must never forget that
those with a homosexual inclination must be treated with the respect worthy of their
human dignity. (Cf. The Catechism of the Catholic Church nos. 2358-9)
Likewise the Church is unbending in her commitment to the notion that the reality
of marriage consists only of the union of one man and one woman. In their Pastoral
Letter “Marriage: Love and Life in the Divine Plan” the Bishops of the United States
remind us that:
Marriage is a natural institution established by God the Creator. It is a
permanent, faithful, fruitful partnership between one man and one woman,
established by their free mutual consent. It has two purposes: the good of
the spouses, called the unitive purpose, and the procreation and
education of children.
Federal law (1 U.S.C. § 7) restates that definition. It is not the place of any
Governmental authority to undermine that legal obligation. This principle is not in
tension with our commitment to the pastoral care of all persons. As you know well, the
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