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1. Combined Memorial Mass and Father Capodanno Mass Relocated to AMS Pastoral 
Center 
 
The combined 26th Annual Memorial Mass and Father Vincent Capodanno Mass, originally 
scheduled for September 6 at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
has been relocated to the Edwin Cardinal O’Brien Pastoral Center due to COVID-19 restrictions 
in Washington, DC. Participation will be limited to the staff clergy, co-sponsored seminarians 
and clerics, and a small representative group of the AMS Christian faithful—all socially 
distanced. 
 
Please invite the faithful in your Catholic community to send their intentions to the AMS before 
4 September at https://www.milarch.org/intentions/. 
 
2.   Tragedy in Lebanon 
 
Archbishop Broglio has written a letter to all the faithful regarding a response to the explosion in 
Lebanon. Please bring the letter to the attention of the faithful at Sunday Masses, through the 
chapel Facebook page, and in any other way you communicate with them. It may be accessed at 
https://www.milarch.org/archbishop-letters/ or www.milarch.org | Archbishop | Archbishop’s 
Presentations | Letters. 
 
3.  Catechetical Sunday is September 20 
 
Catechetical Sunday, celebrated annually on the third Sunday in September, is a celebration of 
catechists and all teachers of the Catholic faith. “I received from the Lord what I also handed on 
to you” is the theme of the 2020 Catechetical Sunday, September 20. 
 
To download or purchase resources, go to https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-
catechesis/leadership-institute-catechetical-sunday-2020.  
 
4.  2021 AMS Convocations Scheduled 
 
All AMS-endorsed, active-duty priest-chaplains, GS priests, and full-time contract-priests are 
required to participate in one of the four convocations in 2021. 
 

• San Diego, CA: August 24–27, 2021. Courtyard by Marriott at Liberty Station, Point 
Loma. 

• Washington, DC: September 7–10, 2021. DoubleTree by Hilton, Silver Spring, 
Maryland. 

• San Antonio, TX: September 21–24, 2021. Sheraton Gunter Hotel. 
• Rome, Italy: November 2–5, 2021. Casa Bonus Pastor. 

 
Details on the program and registration information will be made available as they are finalized. 
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5.  Latin Church Priests from India 
Father Chris Arochiaraj, a Sulpician at Theological College and a Navy reservist, is embarking 
on a project. “The Catholic Church in India has been providing excellent pastoral support to the 
Church in the United States of America. For the past several years, the number of Indian Priests 
working in the U.S. has increased enormously. However, there does not seem to be a national 
association for Indian priests of the Latin [Church] in the United States.” 
 
Those priests with endorsement and faculties from the AMS who fall into the category 
mentioned above (Latin Church and from India) can contact Father Chris at 
indianpriestsinusa@gmail.com 
 
6. Holy See Publishes New Directory for Catechesis 
 
The Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization released the English edition 
of the new Directory for Catechesis in July 2020. It is the third catechetical directory since the 
Second Vatican Council. The first, the 1971 General Directory for Catechesis, emphasized 
systematic teaching that emerged from the council. The second, the 1997 General Directory for 
Catechesis, stressed the pedagogical and formative requirements of catechesis. The new 
Directory for Catechesis calls attention to the necessity of kerygmatic catechesis, developed 
through a three-part catechetical journey under the primacy of evangelization. Catechesis is more 
than introducing content. The kerygma centers upon the person of Jesus Christ, enlivened by the 
Holy Spirit, which brings forth new life. 
 
The Directory responds to the evolving digital culture along with the globalization of culture by 
highlighting witness, mercy, and dialogue. It reaffirms the role of the Christian community as the 
natural setting for the generation and maturation of Christian life. The process of evangelization, 
and of catechesis as a part of it, is above all a spiritual action (DFC, 4). Catechesis has a 
necessary dynamic of evangelization that leads toward missionary transformation, which drives 
conversion. “These encounters allow us to experience the presence of God in each one of us,” as 
articulated in the June 25, 2020 Vatican press conference introducing the Directory. 
 
A copy of the new Directory for Catechesis may be ordered through the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops Publications store: 
 http://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm?utm_source=store-
homepage&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=dir_for_catechesis. 
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