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 A.J. Cronin’s The Keys of the Kingdom begins with the visit of the Bishop’s 
secretary to the older Father Francis Chisholm who, after thirty-five years as a missionary 
in China, has been assigned to his home parish back in Scotland.  It is a classic moment 
described in almost painful detail of the young chancery priest sent to reprimand the old 
seasoned missionary who is not quite up to speed. 
 It is not a trial, but a verbal chess match leading to a flashback retelling of vocation, 
mission, and return of Father Chisholm.  Very much like the Word of God this evening, the 
keys are a personal encounter with the Lord Jesus who inspires our fidelity to the whole 
truth and an earnest response to His urgings.   
 The Gospel according to St. John recounts many personal encounters between 
Jesus and others.  Regardless of His interlocutor, one thing is always certain: the Lord 
Jesus directs the conversation.  Even here when He is officially on trial, it is not very clear 
whether Jesus or Pilate is the judge. 
 You can imagine this Roman governor condemned to the backwaters of the empire 
and eager to make a career finding himself stuck dealing with a curious rebel who has 
provoked the jealousy of the ruling class of an occupied people.  He is intrigued, because 
the One before him is not impressed with his authority, not fearful of His possible demise, 
and taciturn.   
 The Evangelist’s first lesson for us is about the key to a personal encounter with the 
Lord Jesus.  Do we expect Him to follow our lead or are we committed to following His?  
Everlasting life is found in discovering the divine will and bending ours to accommodate it.  
It is a project that lasts a life time.  We all want to respond to His urgings and live in 
openness to His plan. 
 If we are gathered here for any reason this evening, it is primarily because we want 
to make His invitation to the Kingdom of God heard, especially among the men, women, 
and families served by the AMS.  Most of us were reborn into the Kingdom of God by dying 
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to our old selves in the waters of the baptismal font and we want to share our experience 
of Jesus Christ and His saving message with the whole world. 
 Indeed Pope Pius XI instituted this Solemnity of Christ the King in response to  
growing atheistic communism, but it has become in our time an occasion to celebrate 
religious liberty and young people, as well. Pope Pius wrote: “When once men recognize 
both in private and in public life, that Christ is King, society will at last receive the great 
blessings of real liberty, well-ordered discipline, peace, and harmony.”1  We celebrate 
today, because we want to continue our earnest prayer for those blessings. 
 Recognition of the Kingship of Christ leads us to take a stand for the truth, the 
whole truth.  Pilate had difficulty understanding the concept of truth, because his world was 
bound up in achieving a successful career by adjusting the situation to fit that goal.  Truth 
tends to rock that boat. 
 We hold that “what a person believes interiorly must be lived out in his or her 
actions.”2  While faith is nurtured in the depths of our hearts, it is never purely personal.  It 
must be lived out in our actions. If someone were to put us on trial for being a citizen of the 
Kingdom of God—what evidence could be brought? Would the prosecutor have a good 
case?  Is there good reason for the charge?3  
 It occurred to me as I saw some very angry, misguided protestors in Baltimore 
earlier this week that they are convinced and passionate. Ill-informed, but passionate. 
Passion for the truth should take possession of all of us. Pilate rejects truth in the person of 
Jesus, objective truth, to favor, in turn, his subjective opinions.  The same disease afflicts 
today’s world.  We honor Christ the King, because we strive to allow His rule to govern us. 
 A great theologian wrote that “Revolutions do not make the world a human place, 
nor do revolutionaries, however good their intentions may be...What enables men to live in 
this world are goodness, truth, faithfulness, and the certainty that God is Himself all these 
qualities.”4 
 The Passion narratives in all four Gospels contain an abundance of royal language 
and point to the most explicit moment of His enthronement as King.  It is at the Crucifixion 
when He brings about the reality of His reign by allowing us what we are incapable of 
giving to ourselves—salvation.  We enter profoundly into that mystery every time we 
celebrate the Eucharist. 
 Of course, we respond personally to the urgings of the Lord and we open ourselves 
to His plan.  The decision to follow the Lord Jesus is the beginning to be lived out each 
day.  As an author wrote, “The whole of our life must be lived in [His] light.  It will be tested 
and perhaps severely… [We must] affirm over and over again, at ever deepening levels, 
our commitment to God, not because of the possibility of God failing us, for that is 

 
1 Pius XI, Quas Primas, 11.XII.25. 
2 Daniel H. Mueggenborg, Come Follow Me B, p. 333. 
3 Cf. Ibid, p. 334. 
4 Joseph Ratzinger, Seeking God’s Face, p. 87. 
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inconceivable, but because we shall grow in stature and will be faced with more searching, 
all-embracing occasions to surrender.”5 

How often do we beg for the coming of the Kingdom as we pray the Our Father?  
Does it not begin with me—when I am willing to put the “terrain” of my heart at the 
disposition of Almighty God?  If that is the first and an immediate step in a positive 
response to my petition, do I find myself a bit embarrassed to volunteer?6 
 It is not, dear sisters and brothers, a diminishing of our freedom or a submission to 
a potentate, but a deepening of a relationship of abundant love, which begins always in 
Him, who loved us first.  With Pope Benedict XVI at the beginning of his pontificate, we can 
acclaim: “No! If we let Christ into our lives, we lose nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing of 
what makes life free, beautiful and great. No! Only in this friendship are the doors of life 
opened wide. Only in this friendship is the great potential of human existence truly 
revealed. Only in this friendship do we experience beauty and liberation.”7 
 This great truth is foreshadowed in the text from the prophet Daniel: the rule of the 
earthly despot, Antiochus IV Epiphanes was about to be shattered.  The authentic King, 
Jesus Christ, rules from the throne of the cross.  Every earthly power will eventually be 
subject to His rule. 
 Our celebration honors Christ the King and furthers His mission of proclaiming the 
truth in a significant way to the military, in the medical centers of the Department for 
Veterans Affairs, in the military academies, and everywhere else across the globe where 
the jurisdiction of this archdiocese embraces her people.  Father Chisholm in the novel 
spent himself in response to the call to evangelize China.  You and I strive to spend 
ourselves in inviting others to be embraced by Christ the King. 
  

 
5 Sister Ruth Burrows, O.C.D., as quoted in Magnificat, 23:9, p. 299. 
6 Cf. A. Pranzato, Il Vangelo in Casa B,  p. 345, 349. 
7 Benedict XVI, homily for the solemn beginning of his pontificate, 24.IV.05. 


